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Benjamin  Tappan, Jr. was born 15 May
1773 at Northampton, Maszachuserta, the
aldest of seven sons.  After a commen puh-
ie schant education. he worked with his
father., & mevchant at Northampton., as a
gotdamith and silvesrsmith wnuil hewas ap-
prenticed to learn cupperplate engraviag
and printiag. His hobbies were partra’ b
painting, which he studied under the fan-
pus Gilbert Stuwart., and natural hisrcory.
Following his student days st Yale, he
studied law for three vears and was admi &-
ted to the Bar at Haveford, Cenneotioug,
in 1799,

That same vearhe came out to northeast
ern Ohio to ciajim tand inRavennu Townshiy

114,291 aeres) owned by his father This
was about two-thirds of what rconstitu ted

Havenna Township. Young Tappan became the
founder and first settler of the village
and township of Bavenna newed wfter an
Tralian aitv--the firstof nine commun:ties
in the .3, to adept this name. While 1t
had been suggested by friends thac the new
sottlement be nawed afver Tappan. he pre-
ferrved the name of Ravenna, suggested by
his brother John, who had been to Ravenna,
Ptaly.

The next vear he returned to Connecticent
where he was married to Nanay Welght 20
March 1801 They left at ance for Ohio
to settle in Ravenna Township.

Between 1803-05 Tappan was the repres-
entative [or the Trumbanll District iu the
Ohio Senate. In 1807, with creation of
Portage County from a portion of Trambull
County, Tappan's house was designated as
the County Conrthouse, Unril thac time he
traveled to Wavren in order to attend
cowrt.  In 1808 Tappan laid out the town
pian for Ravenna, but the mnext veat he
left that community forSteubenviile where
he was invited oo practice law However,
e continned to serve ag prosecubing atb-

DEXTER

Kent Stote University, Kent, Ohio

torney for Portage County. During the war
of 1812 he served as aide-de-camp to Gen-
ecal Wadsworth as Major Commander of the
First Arigade, 4th Divisien, Chio Militia.

Hetween 1816-23 Tappan wasCirceuit Court
Judge fov the Third Common Pleas District
of Ohio which incloded eight counties. In
1892 hiswife died, and the following year
he was married to Betsy Frazer who died
in 1840, Jn 1823 he was appointed a mem-
ter of the Ohio Canal Commission which he
served for 1l vears, and three years later
he ran wnsuccessfully for governor of O-
hin.

In 1831 he published the first law re-
ports in Ohia entitled 'Cases Necided in
the Courts of Common Pleas in the Sth Cir-
cuit of Ohin' which became widely known
as 'Tappan's Reports’ and were frequently
quaoted in subsequent legal cases. Twe
years later he was appointed Federal Dis-
trict Judge by President Jackson, hut ser-
ved for a short time only since his ap-
pointment, along withother Democrats, was
not conftrmed by the Senate.

Be tween 183%-45 he was a U.3. Senator
and a Jacksonian Democrat in politiecs. He
jvined the Free-Soil movement and became
known widely for his anti-slavery sentim-
ents. His law partner in Steubenville at
that time was Fdwin M. Stanton, who hecame
Secretary of War under President Lincoln.

For several years {1B46-48) hepublished
editorials in the Columbns Free Press,
which had been established by his second
sen, Eli. Tor the next five vyears he
founded and operated with hisbrother Wil-
liam. the Tappan Female Institute located
in Ravenna. William Hegeman was brought
from Nentucket to conduet the schgol in
whi ch Tappan was keenly interested.

Tappan had two sons. By his frest wife
was Dr. HBenjamin Tappan, a physician at
Seeubenvillie. By his second wife was [Rli

Todd Tappan (1824-88) lawyer, editor, and
cducator. After teaching mathematics at
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several institutions he served as pres-
ident of Kenyon College 1869-75. He also

served aspresident of the Chio State Teach-
ers Association and theNational Fduzation
Association. In addition te the pewspaper
he founded, he published works on math-
ematics and education.

Heniamin Tappan, Jr. died at Sueuben-
ville 12 April 1857, fonr years after the
incorporatien of Ravenna which he had

founded. An unpublished autobliegraphy
covering the first 50 years of bis life is
deposited in the Ohio Historical Society
in Columbus, and his personal papers are
in the Manuscript Division of the Library
of Comgress in Washington, D.C.

fI TAPPAN AS A NATURALIST AND A MALACOLO

GIST

Tappan devaloped a lifelong interest in
natural history. He became an amateur
naturalist in his own right, and in hi
polivical life heplayed a leading part in

developing scientific instizutions. Tn
¢he collectian of his manuscripes at the
Chio Historical Society there arve many
lists and descriptions of shells which he
sopied frem various publications. In 1828
he published an article ‘On the Boulders

of Primitive Rock Found in Ohic, andother

Western States and Territories. Tn this
article, he guestioned the theory that
boulders of foreign origin were brought

down from the nmorth by currents of water
He suggested that pessibly they fell in
place or were thrown up by voloeanin action.
He sdmitted that little was known on the
subject, and Tappan apparently was notarn-
quainted with glacial actien which
doubtedly was the real cause.

In i833 he published 'A Discourse D
iversd hefore the Historical and Philoso-
phizal? Socievy ofOhio at the Annual Mest-
ing of said Seciety in Columbus, December
22, 1832.°% Tappan was President of the
Seciety at the time and stated that, °
the opinion was formed, that something
more should be aimed at in the organization
of the State Scciety than collecting matl-
erials for a civil histary of the ~tate:
its matural history, it was thought, was
as important, as useful and as necessary
to be developed, and explained; hence was
passed ‘an act incorporating the Histori-
cal and Philosophical Society ofOhio wun-
der the authority of which we are now ws-
sembled. --Neicther can such a society com-
pose full and complete treatises, UpOR
subjects of natural histery, but they may
do more than can be done by isolated in-
dividuals in collecting materials and 1n
storing up facts. We have several exam-
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ples in our country, the Academy of Natu-

ral Seiences of Philadelphia and the New
York Lyceusm of Natural Hisvory have shown
that much may be dome by such sscieties
to enlarge the beundaries af so
A full history of the people (native In-
dians) whe bhave immediately ypreceded us
in the accupancy of the suil of Ohio {some
of whom vet among i nere
interest--they have been constantly ree
dirg from the presence of the whi tes,
melting away Irom existence as a peopie.
- Let the members of the Society who

ence.

remain ws) 1s oof

may

be favorably situated for the purpose ex-
plore their history-—by ascerta ving, all
which can be known of the history. laws,

usages,

ple,

manners, and habits of these peo-
the philosephic inquiver will be fue-
nished with materiats, on a knowledge of
which may be constructed a more el onal
and hetrer svstem of treatment Anti-
quarian  snvestigations, troditionary and
authentic history of the Tndions: and the
Wistory of the rise and progress of this
state, though interesting and impertant,
wre vebinmy estimation pfminor interest,
and of secondary importance te a thoreugh
investigation of its natural history. --
TF the geography of thss continant s yeb
imparfectiy understood, is wnot much |

22588
Lpown ofits zoology and still less of its
batany? to the lovers of hotanv our
woonds and praircies invite us L0 an unex-

plored field where new genera and species
of plants will be found o rewa rd with new
heauwties their tasteful labors The uses
omemi cal  and medicinal of onr forestc
ees  and plants should be investi gaved.
The geology of Ohio remains alsn an unex-
plored field. -- We want genlogical maps
and deseriptive memoirs of every county am

the state., -- In zoolugy much has heen
done in the other states, and something in
our own, yet it is believed thal we have

bi rds which have eluded the industrious
rescarches of Wilson, Bonaparte, and Audu-
bon, and animals which have net been clas-
¢sified by Harlan, nor described by any
other writver-—the diligent student will
find new species in the various families
to reward his labers and envich the col-
lections The fishes of America--have been
drawn and described by our asspciate Thar-

jes] Lesnenr. The insects aof Ohio have
been collected by our associate TThomas]
Say - The same gentleman is now engaged
in a new and splendid work on the shells
of America. —— 1t is hoped and expected
that itwill wnite all the lovers and cul-
tivators of natural science and bring
Chem inte communicabtion with each other.
and by means of a journal o f othelr pro-
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seedings and digcoveries in comuunica tion

with f=llow laborers everywhers CWhar
has placed scientilin France at the head
of civilized natiens’ { should answer

crois her garden of plants {Jardin des
Dlantes in Parigl. herunrivaled Museum
sf Nawural Hiscory. the effert and the
canse of sciencific assocl at.ons.

Wien Pr.o Samuel P jdreth, physician-
paturallst of Maristta, was on ap excutr-
sion innortheastern Ohio in the spring of
1835 0 he paid a visit o Judge Tappan at
spenbenvilie. B, Hildreth wrote in his
account ‘May T -~ [ spent a part of the
forengon ia examining Judge Tappan s cab-
inet of nataral hiscory He has a fine
coilection of minevals, shells, and fos-
s1] erganic remains . The mineral s embrace
nearly 1,200 spentes arranged “in natural

families. The fresh wazer shells amount
ro nesrly 100 species, the great number of
ehich are peeuliarz Lo our  streams. The

famiiy of the Unios alone contains about
40 species, all natives of the Western
waters. His collection of marine shelis
s slse very fine.  The lihrary of the
Judge embrates, besrdes a due propariinn
belonging Lo hLs nn, many of
she most valuable writings of Cauvier and
Bromgniart, in their original language
(Freuch}, on the animal kingdom, as well
. prganic  remains. Te is trul
grati fyipg to see aven @ small part of the
wealth of our country, and 4 share of 1us
sost brifliant intellect, devnted to the
study and the development of nanural hi
tory of ‘thae West a subiect deeply in-
teresting, but unt recently shrouwded jn
mueh darkness; within a {ew vears, however,
many bright Lighes have been kindled, with
promise Lo ilipstrate the hiddes arcana
of nature. The conchelogy and botany of
the preat valley have been pretty thareu gh -
by examined while Entomelogy, one of the
most fertile hranches, has been but par-
tially investigated, although che indefa-
tigable Say made a very fai v beglinning-
The study of fossil vegetable and animal
remains  of which the valley of vhe Mis-
sissippi 1sone vast ocemebery, vef remaing
an almest entirely unexplored field But
the time is net distant when this vast
rabinet of namural history, formad by =2
Lenevolent creator for the sendy and ad-
miration of man. will be classed, and ar-
ranged by our own natu valists,

“Among the mimerals in the cabinet of
Judge T ITappand 1 ahserved a specimen of
hative sinnabar, or sulphuret af mercury,
in acicular crystals, bheing a {ragment of
« rolled mass of nmearly a pound wetght.
This rare and beautiful mineral was ound
on the waters of Paint Creek, amongst the

awn profess

as fossul

RET ANA 47

debria and rolied masses of primitive
cocks, which abound through the Tertiarvy
deposits, from Cillicothe to the shores of
Lake Erie, aund must have been brought from
the region north of Lake Huron or Supe-
rior

“The day before T reached Steubenvilie,
s extensive collection of human skelet-
ons. in a fine state of preservation had
been found on the epposite side of the O-
hic RBiver, a few rods from the shore, and
nearly against the lower part of the town.
They were very probably placed here by the
Mingo tribe of Indians, who for many years
inhabited this spet and thecountry below,
which stil} retains the name of ‘the Mingo
Bottom. ' ~— These skeletons not less than
50 or 60 in number were of all ages and
of both sexes —- no relics, implements or
armaments of a metallic nature were dis-
cavered. Many interesting memorials of
their own arts and of their affection for
their relatives were found, consisting af
pots and vases of coarse earthenware; some
of them were formed with much taste and
beauty of cutline —-a number of the vases
4131l econtained relics of the food can-
sisting of the bones of turkeys, opossuns,
ste. left for their departed friends while
on their journey to the land of spirits.
Stone pipes were also found-~flint arrow-
heads were very numerous.’

Tsaac Lea named a clam Unio tappantanus
after Benjamin Tappan, but this is now re-
garded as & synonym of Lasmigona viridis
Rafinesgue by some anthors. T Tappan ques
tioned the validity of the name Unio w1
~.ds Rafinesque as applied wo his speci-
wens. He wrote to Isaac Lea of Philadel-
phia on 14 August 1836, ‘Dr. Kirtland will
publish a desecription of this shell pro-
hably. and name it tappaeniti.’ 1u was Lea,
Lewever, rather than Kirtland who finally
proposed this name. Tn the same letter,
Tappan wrote to Lea that, ‘Since 1 saw you
T have had a visit from Dr, Kirtland and
have spent a day with Hildreth: we have
agreed to the fpllowing pomenclature of
the Unias, vis.' A list of 118 mnames
then  follows. On 9 Qctober 1836 Tappan
wrote to Reobert Buchanan of Cincinnati,
‘We might after a while learn the proper
speci fic names of the Unics 1% the Phila-
delphians Goe T A Conrad, Curator at
the Academy of Natural Seience of Phila-
delphial would let them alome, but while
Conrad, etc. ave laboring TUo father them
all upon Rafinesque, and Lea 1§ appropri-
ating the discoveries of his predecessors
to himself, we get little more than con-
fusion. [ am getting to think wi th Troost
chat 1¢ is best e follew lea, however,
generally; he makes too many species, but
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he will give way to Teason and evidence
and inhis late synopsis has imp roved upon
himsel f.

Tn 1839 Tappan published a ‘Description
of seme new Shells. 10 This included the
orviginal descripeion of Physa sayii Tap-
pan end Unie sayi: Ward, the latter of
whi ch was prepared by Dr. Charles J. Ward
of Rescae, Ohio: also, the original de-
scription of Paludina heterostropha Kitt-
land prepared by Dr. Jared P. Kirtland.
The specimens of this new species wers de-
posited in the cabinets of Thomas Sav,
Kirtland Ward, and Tappan. {nie seyitis
now known as Elf ptio seyana {Conrad). In
1849 Zadock Thompson, in his book H>stfery
aof Ve-mon-: Natu-al, Civil, and Statfrstios
21, deszribed as s new species Pupa tap-
parc g known as B.fidaria tappan.anda anndd
Goet-cooptu tappantana) The type lorali-
by is given as Yermont and the Tange is
from Ontario andMaine to Virginia and Ala-
hama, west to South Takota, Kansas. and
Arizowa.

Ouring Tappsn s service in the U. 3. S=
nate. he was a member of the Li brary Com-
mittee. and he took leadership in Ba LA
lishing the Swithsonian Instiwtion, the
wpeatirn of which passad the Senate, b
was net acted upon by the House of Hepre
sentati Tt was accomplished, howeve
by the 29th Congress (184547, Arrange-
ments for the museum werle essentially
thase whih had been propescd by Tappan
However, Tappan had included plans for a
Sohonl of Agriculture and Mechanie Avrts,
experimsntal  gordens, and a Libvary of
&otencs.  Tappan led the opposition when
the National Institute, which was aprivate
body, olfferved te cave for scientific col-
lections abtained by the government. He
made an attark on the body thinking in-
correctly that the National Imstitute was
planning tc take charge of publications
of scientific results of government expe-
ditions. Aetually the National Instituce
wanted only ‘Yo arrvange exhibitvs for the
public, utilizing the government collec
tions, Finally a bill was passed estab-
lishing the Smithsenian Institution which
took charge eof all government scientific
collections and publications based upon
them. This final bill was spensored by
Senator Bobert Dale Owen of Indiana.

While serving as a Senator from Ohio,
Tappan was appotnted as the agent for the
Library Committee to superintend the pub-
lication of reports based upon the Wilkes
Expedition eof 18238-1842.  This was the
first U S, naval world-wide scientd fic ex-
pediticn. He worked with Commander Char-
les Wilkes in arranging for publication
cf the voluminous reports. L
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Aliison Cnsick of Kent State University
has called my attention to four herbhariam
specimens which had heen cotlected by BDen-
jamin Tappan. Jdr. Two of these are in the
flerbarinm zt the University of Michigan,
while the ather two are in the Herbarium
of the Academy ofNatural Sciences of Phi-
ladelphia.  They were collecred along the
Dhio River in 1836,

Benjamin Tappan has been honored in re-
cent years by having his name gives Lo
several things  Tappan Elementary School
in Ravenna, the Village of Tappan im tfar-
rison County, and Tappan Dam near Steuben -
ville have &1l bheen named afrer Benjamin
Tappan, Jr.  Tappan Reservoir created by
Tappan Dam covers 2,350 acres and isloca-
ted in the Muskingum Conservancy Disrrict
in Rarrisan County. Tt is an impoundment
af a tributacy to the Thscarawas River.

Beny amin Tappan, dr. was not only the
founder of Ravenna, a leader in tegal,
military, and civil matters, but was also
a pionger in the natu ral history of Dhao
and the nation.
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